
NA I IONAL PARK SERVICE 
W.iblnntjtoi> D C . 20240 B - 3 7 5 8 

MAGI # 0 4 3 7 5 8 2 5 0 ^ | S J O R | C P R E S E R V A T | 0 N CERTIFICATION 
A P P L I C A T I O N - P A R T 1 

Instructions: Applicant should ivad the instructions can-hilly ticloio completing application No certilication may be mado unless a co/iip'eied 
application loim has titun iecvivod Use typoviilul or punt daily in dark ink to complain the application loim It jdd.liunal space is ncuJuclto 
complain Pail I. uso the ICVUISC side or a separate plain sheet ol p.ipei dually indicating the owner's name and mailing address Pari I ol tins 
application may be completed and sunt to the appropriate State Historic Preservation Olhcur at anytime during the year. 

PART 1 EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
FRANKLIN SQUARE: 1500 Block West Fayette Street 

1. N-ime ol properly: 
1508 West Fayette Street 

, . MD 2 1223 
City B a l t j r n p r e County Slate Zip Code 
Nameolhistoiic district in which property is located. „ • f „ r - n ; c | . r ; . f 

F r a n k l i n Square H i s t o r i c Uis_rjri_cc 

Check here II request It lor: 
D ctihl icdi ion (strucluie contributes to significance ol the district) 
D decertification (structure does not contribute to significance ol the district) 
D eusumenl qualification (tor donation ol easement on structure or land lor conservation purposes). 

2. Description ol Physical Appearance: 
(see insliactions lor map and photograph lequiiements-use toverse side il necessary) 

See Attached S h e e t s . 

3. Slalement ol Significance: 
(use reverse side il necessary) 

See A t t a c h e d S h e e t s . 

Date of construction (if Known): ' P b " B Original site- . D Moved D Date of alterations (if known): . 

4. Name and Mailing Addren ol Owner: 

»j m- Mr. Otis Warren, West Fayette Limited Partnership 

Street I* ^ 0 0 P i s t o n D r i v e . B a l t i m o r e , MP 2 1 2 2 9 

City . B a l t i m o r e ! . Stat . MP Zip Code J J 2 2 ? _ _ 

Telephone number (during day): Area Code ( 3 0 1 ) 9 4 5 - 4 2 0 0 
PREPARED BY: Barbara Hoff, Dalsemer, Catzen and A s s o c i a t e s , I n c . 121 Water S t . , B a l t i m o r e , MJ 2T202 ( 3 o i )837 -3691 

I hereby attest that the information I have provided is to the belt ol my Knowledge, correct, and that I am owner of the properly described above 

Signature Date 

Social Si'cuiily Number or Taxpayer Identification Number Bk_ 
iirwn mnani-injii e a — — tmmaem*mum 

For ollice use only 

The structure described above is included within the boundaries ol a Registered Historic District and p contributes D does not contribute to 
the character of the district " F 

Theslructure D appears D does nol appear to meel National Register Criteria for Evaluation (36CFR 60 6) and O will likely D w i l l n o l b e 
nominated to the National Register m accord with the Department of the Inlertor proceduies (36 CRF 60). 

The structure is located in a district which D appears O does nol appear to meel National Register Criteria for Evaluation (36 CFR 60 6) and 
D will likely D will nol be nominated to the National Register in accord with Department of the Interior procedures (36 CFR 60). 
and D appears D does nol appear to contribute to the character ol said district or D wil l likely D will not be recommended for 

fication as substantially meeting National Register criteria. 

Siale Historic Preservation Olf.cer 



HIISTOKlC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION APPLICATION—PART I B-3758 

Name/address of Properly: 1508 West Fayette Street, Baltimore, MP 21223 

Name/addreaa of Owner: Mr. Otis Warren, West Fayette Limited Partnership 

4300 Colston Drive, Baltimore, MP 21229 Telephone: (301 )94 5-4 200 

Prepared by; Barbara Hoff. DJI 1 seiner, Catzen and Associates, Inc. 

121 Water Street. Baltimore, MP 21202 Tel ephone : (301 )837-3691 

DESCRIPTION OP PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This is an Italianate style rowhouse which illustrates the typical 
age, type, and architecture of residences within the Franklin Square Historic 
District. It is built'of masonry and consists of a three story tall, three 
bay wide main building and a two story tall, two bay wide back building. 
The basic plan of the main and back buildings is rectangular, and they have 
shed roofs. 

The building is constructed over a raised basement with a marble veneer 
and marble steps on the facade. The flat facade consists of painted, pressed 
brick in running bond. All of the window openings shorten at each floor 
level; they contain wood bullnose frames, and they had multi-light, wood, 
double hung sashes. The existing door is wooden, and the entry has 
wood frames and wood transoms. At the roofline there is a large, ornate 
wooden cornice which has modillions and dentils. Another notable feature 
is a wood hood over the doorway. 

The interior consists of a typical Italianate plan with a single large 
room on the first floor of the main building and two rooms on the second 
and third floors above, as well as on both floors of the back building. 
Halls are located on the sides of the building, as is the staircase. Many 
of these spaces have been subdivided over time. The condition of the interior, 
prior to the required dismantling (see Part II, Project Summary),was extremely 
deteriorated due to lack of maintenance, aging of the materials, structural 
defects, end exposure to the elements. 



HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION APPLICATION--PAKT I B-3758 

Kame/address of Property: 1508 West Fayette Street, flaltimore, MP 21223 

Name/address of Owner: Mr. Otis Warren. Vest F^e_tJLe_kiiZLtred Partnership 

^300 Gelston Drive. Baltimore. MP 2 1229 Telephone: (301 )94 5-4 200 

Prepared by: Barbara Hoff. Dalsemer. CiH ,z en _anj Associates, Inc. _ 

|?1 Water Street. Baltimore. MP 21202 Telephone: (301)837-3691 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

1508 West Fayette Str'eet is significant to the Franklin Square Historic 
Pistrict because it illustrates the typical style and character of rowhouses 
in this residential district. The significance of the district in general 
lies^n the quality, volume, and integrity of similar houses, which remain 
today as an excellent example of a raid to late 19th century neighborhood. 
Because the Franklin Square district was built from c.1845 to c.1875, the 
housing is almost exclusively Italianate, the prevailing style of residential 
architecture in Baltimore during those years. The distinctive characteristics 
of the style include flat shed roofs, large ornate cornices, vertical proportions, 
flat brick facades,and — among the more expensive houses — ornamentation 
of facade openings, raised basements with marble or brownstone veneers, 
three story height and three bay width. The district includes excellent 
examples of this rowhouse style, ranging from expensive high style designs 
built around Franklin Square park, to inexpensive, vernacular structures 
built along the alleys. 

The district grew as one of Baltimore's first suburbs. Nineteenth 
_entury suburbinazation of the city began in response to a number of changes 
taking place simultaneously within the city: the rapid .industrialization and 
commercialization of the heretofore residential city center, the influx 
of immigrants seeking inexpensive housing near these new industriea and 
businesses; the establishment of the omnibus in 1844 and the horBe-drawn trolley' 
in 1859, and the creation of suburban parka (Franklin Square was the second 
one, created in 1839). These events produced an undesirable living environment 
in the urban cote, and an accessible, desirable living environment on the 
outskirts of the city. Those who could afford to then left the inner city 
for the new suburban developments. 

1508 West Fayette Street contributes to this district as a typical 
example of the middle-class Italianate houses. The flat facade, vertical 
proportions, shed roof and ornamentation epitomize the distinguishing elements 
of this architectural style.. The rowhouse lies on land which comprised 
a part of 30 acres in West Baltimore which Samuel and James Canby of Wilming­
ton, Pelaware purchased in the late 1830's for future housing development. 
In 1839 the brothers donated a square of land to the city for use as a park, 
which became Franklin Square, and began leasing surrounding lots to builders 
for construction. In 1852 the Canbys sold the even numbered lots from 1500 
to 1514 to Joseph France, who operated a tin, stove, and house furnishings store 
with Edward J, Ward on West Pratt Street. This lot was subsequently leased in 
1860 to George C. Miller, a carpenter, who constructed the present structure in 1860. 



B-3758 
H1ST0R1C PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION APPLICATION - PART I - continued. Pa^e 3 

Name/iiddrea* of Proper ly : L5gg_West_Fayer te S t r e e t . B a l t i m o r e . M.iryl ;«nrl 21222 

STATKHKNT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This building has remained a residence under various ownerships since 
then. After 1930, the house was probably leased to tenants, as were almost 
all of the district houses due to a great influx then of poor blacks and 
Southern whites. Prior to the required dismantling (see Part II, Project 
Summary), the building still retained its original setting and location, 
as well as the "majority of its exterior design, materials, and workman­
ship. Those features which have been changed on the facade will be restored 
during the reassembly and rehabilitation. In this way, the essential integrity 
of the structure will be preserved, and the building will continue to con­
tribute to the character of the Franklin Square Historic District. 





B-3758 
1508W. Fayette Street 
Block 181 Lot 025 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore West Quad. 


